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Introduction

It is estimated that over 60,000 piping, drumming and pipe band adjudication critique sheets are written
each year at Highland Games across North America. Most of these critique sheets are examined by the
competitors to obtain bits of information on their performance and ways that they can improve their
playing. The source for thisinformation is the adjudicator who, in the span of a few minutes, must
capture the essential elements of the performance, note some items for improvement, and rank the
performance within its group.

While competitors practise and prepare their performances, receive regular guidance from their
instructors or band leaders, and work their way through the competitive grading ladder, the same cannot
be generaly said of most adjudicators across the continent. Most pipe band associations focus
significant efforts on grading and events for competitors yet do not spend similar resources on
qualifying, advancing and re-qualifying the members of their adjudicator panels. Orderly, fair and well-
adjudicated competitions are the primary activity and motivation behind pipe band associations. It is
therefore incumbent on pipe band associations to provide panels of highly qualified adjudicatorsto
provide an instructive, fair and positive experience for all competitors.

Goal

The ultimate goal of the ANAPBA recommendations for an Adjudicator Certification and Professional
Development Program is to provide guidelines for pipe band associations and their adjudicators to
improve the quality of adjudication, through qualification, training, apprenticing, testing, and continuing
education. It should also serve as avehicle to bring the various Associations closer to common criteria
for adjudicator classification, certification, and continuing education activities. While maintaining the
autonomy of each Association's program, it would assist in the recognition of the highest level
adjudicator certifications by all Associations across the continent.

The suggested ANAPBA recommendation for an Adjudicator Certification and Professional
Development Program consists of the following elements:

Pre-qualification of potential adjudicatorsin musical discipline (piping, drumming) and specialty
(light music, piobaireachd, band, ensemble, etc.) by knowledge of the musical discipline (by
examination) and competitive success.

Qualification of apprentice adjudicators by training, examination and in-competition apprentice
judging.

Required continuing education for certified adjudicators.

Periodic assessment of certified adjudicators.

For many of the associations, reaching this goal will be a significant, multi-year effort. Thus, interim

goals may be required, to be set by each association to provide competitors and Highland Gamesin
those jurisdictions with increasing confidence in the quality of adjudication.
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Musical Disciplines
Adjudicators would be certified in the following musical disciplines and specialties.

Solo Events:

- Piping —Light Music
Piping — Piobaireachd
Side Drumming
Tenor & Bass Drumming
Drum Magjoring

Band Events:
Piping
Drumming
Ensemble

Certifications

There are two different approaches to qualification levels by the various North American associations:
single-level and double-level panels. With some minor exceptions, adjudicators qualified on single-level
panels are authorized to adjudicate al grades of a particular discipline and specialty. For two-level
panels, adjudicators qualified at the top level are authorized to adjudicate all grades of a particular
discipline and specialty, while adjudicators qualified at the second level are authorized to adjudicate all
grades except the top two grades of a particular discipline and specialty.

Our goa for judging in North Americais that each association would eventually adhere to the same set
of criteriafor establishing a panel of A-level judges. Recognizing the different geographic challenges
that each association faces in achieving this goal, it is recommended that the following certifications be
granted for A and B levelsjudges:

For Solo Events
"A" Certificate: Adjudicator is qualified to adjudicate all grade levels.
"B" Certificate: Adjudicator is qualified to adjudicate only grade levels up to and including Grade 2

For Tenor & Bass Drumming adjudicators and Drum Magjoring adjudicators, only the "A" Certificate
would be granted.

For Band Events
"A" Certificate: Adjudicator is qualified to adjudicate all grade levels.
"B" Certificate: Adjudicator is qualified to adjudicate only grade levels up to and including Grade 3

For Ensemble, only the"A" certificate would be granted.

Knowledge of Musical Discipline

This section defines the body of theoretical and practical knowledge expected of an adjudicator. It is
recommended that internationally recognized standards for certification should be used. Currently, the
two recognized certification programs are the Institute of Piping and the RSPBA Structured Learning
program.
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Playing Experience

This section defines the years and levels of playing experience required. An association’s music board
may exercise its option to promote to the “A” level a“B” certified adjudicator who has achieved
significant adjudication experience yet does not meet all of the requirements of the “A” level. A second
apprenticeship in the higher grades is mandatory.

Competitive Success

This section defines the competitive success required of an adjudicator to ensure that their playing
ability (solo and band) is consistently recognized as prize worthy. (The recognition of successful
teaching experience is introduced here for "B" Certificates for adjudicating solo events.)

Adjudication Training Courses

Adjudicator candidates who have been determined to meet the requirements of Knowledge of Musical
Discipline, Playing Experience and Competitive Success as determined by the home association Music
Board enter the Adjudicator Training Courses. This section defines the curriculum for these training
courses which isintended to teach the apprentice adjudicators the fundamentals of adjudicating
competitions: e.g. how to assess and record the key elements of a performance, how to consider
common mistakes that typically occur in the lower grades, how to efficiently write constructive sheets,
how to weigh elements for determining the prize list, adjudicating within given time ranges, working
with the stewards, mock adjudicating (on performances with pre-defined elements for assessment), etc.

Adjudication Exam

On completion of the Adjudication Training Course, candidates sit afinal adjudication exam. This
section defines the exam scope which is intended to determine the candidate's understanding of
adjudication concepts learning in the Adjudication Training Courses and Apprenticeship Program.

Adjudicator Apprenticeship or Mentoring Program

Adjudicator candidates who have completed the Adjudication Exam proceed to the Adjudicator
Apprenticeship or Mentoring Program. This program is intended to allow the apprentice adjudicator to
adjudicate alongside a senior adjudicator in events at Highland Games and other piping & drumming
contests however apprentice adjudicators score sheets and scores would not count to toward the final
competition result. This program helps the apprentice adjudicator to develop their skills on performances
without pre-defined conditions and where adjudicating within given time ranges is of great importance.

Adjudicators Professional Development

Upon achieving Certified Adjudicator status, adjudicators must complete periodic professional
development (continuing education) requirements to maintain their certified status. It is acknowledged
that professional development could incorporate a variety of different activities.

It is recommended that each of the Associationsin ANAPBA prepare one professional development
seminar per year. These seminars can then be provided to each Association or presented in a distance
learning environment. In this way, each Association shares in the on-going preparation of professiona
development content.

Shown below are tables detailing the various recommended requirements for Certified Adjudication
designation across the musical disciplines, specialties, and certificate levels.
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Solo Events

"A" Certificate

Piping — Light Music

Piping — Piobaireachd

Side Drumming

Tenor & Bass Drumming

Drum Majoring

Grade Levels Qualified to
Adjudicate

All

All

All

All

All

Knowledge of Musical
Discipline

At least an Ingtitute of
Piping Level 5 (Senior)
Certificate OR an RSPBA
Structured Learning
Intermediate Certificate in
Piping.

At least an Ingtitute of
Piping Level 5 (Senior)
Certificate in piping.

At least an RSPBA
Structured Learning
Intermediate Certificate in
Side Drumming.

At least an RSPBA
Structured Learning
Intermediate Certificate in
Tenor & Bass Drumming.

Playing Experience

A minimum of 15 years
(minimum 7 years at the
Professional level) solo light
music competitive playing
experience.

A minimum of 15 years
(minimum 7 years at the
Professional level) solo
piobaireachd competitive
playing experience.

A minimum of 15 years
(minimum 7 years at the
Professional level) solo
competitive playing
experience on the Side
Drum.

A minimum of 15 years
(minimum 7 years at the
Professional level) solo
competitive playing
experience on the Tenor or
Bass Drum.

Competitive Success

Reasonable degree of prize
winning success, as
interpreted by the home
association's Music Board,
in Professional Light Music

Reasonable degree of prize
winning success, as
interpreted by the home
association's Music Board,
in Professional Piobaireachd

Reasonable degree of prize
winning success, as
interpreted by the home
association's Music Board,
in Professional Side
Drumming competitions

Reasonable degree of prize
winning sUccess, as
interpreted by the home
association's Music Board,
in Professional Tenor or
Bass Drumming
competitions

Adjudication Training
Courses

"A" Certificate Light Music
Adjudication Course

"A" Certificate Piobaireachd
Adjudication Course

"A" Certificate Side
Drumming Adjudication
Course

"A" Certificate Tenor &
Bass Drumming
Adjudication Course

Adjudication Exam

"A" Certificate Light Music
Adjudication Exam

"A" Certificate Piobaireachd
Adjudication Exam

"A" Certificate Side
Drumming Adjudication
Exam

"A" Certificate Tenor &
Bass Drumming
Adjudication Exam

Apprentice Adjudications

Minimum 50 competitorsin
the major light music events
(under supervision of "A"
certificate adjudicators)
across al grade levels
covering at least 3
sanctioned contests, with
score sheets achieving
standards set by each Music
Board.

Minimum 30 competitorsin
piobaireachd events (under
supervision of "A"
certificate adjudicators)
across al grade levels
covering at least 3
sanctioned contests, with
score sheets achieving
standards set by each Music
Board.

Minimum 20 competitorsin
the magjor side drumming
events (under supervision of
"A" certificate adjudicators)
across al grade levels
covering at least 3
sanctioned contests, with
score sheets achieving
standards set by each Music
Board.

Minimum 20 competitorsin
tenor/bass drumming events
(under supervision of "A"
certificate adjudicators)
across al grade levels
covering at least 3
sanctioned contests, with
score sheets achieving
standards set by each Music
Board.

Adjudication Continuing
Education

At least one documented
experience or accredited
Piping - Light Music
continuing education course
every 2 years.

At least one documented
experience or accredited
Piobaireachd continuing
education course every 2
years.

At least one documented
experience or accredited
solo side drumming
continuing education course
every 2 years.

At least one documented
experience or accredited
solo tenor or bass drumming
continuing education course
every 2 years.
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Solo Events

"B" Certificate

Piping — Light Music

Piping — Piobaireachd

Side Drumming

Grade Levels Qualified to
Adjudicate

Grade 2 and below

Grade 2 and below

Grade 2 and below

Knowledge of Musical
Discipline

At least an Ingtitute of
Piping Level 5 (Senior)
Certificate OR an RSPBA
Structured Learning
Intermediate Piping Certif.

At least an Ingtitute of
Piping Level 5 (Senior)
Certificate in piping.

At least an RSPBA Structured
Learning Intermediate Certificate
in Side Drumming.

Playing Experience

A minimum of 15 years
(minimum 7 years at the
Grade 1 Amateur level or
higher) solo light music
competitive playing
experience.

A minimum of 15 years
(minimum 7 years at the
Grade 1 Amateur level or
higher) solo piobaireachd
competitive playing
experience.

A minimum of 15 years (minimum
7 years at the Grade 1 Amateur
level or higher) solo competitive
playing experience on the Side
Drum.

Competitive Success

Reasonable degree of prize
winning success, as
interpreted by the home
association's Music Board,
in at least Grade 1 Amateur
Light Music. (Partial credit
accepted for prizes won by
candidate's students at the
Grade 2 Amateur level or
higher in light music while
under his/her instruction.)

Reasonable degree of prize
winning success as
interpreted by the home
association's Music Board,
in at least Grade 1 Amateur
Piobaireachd. (Partial credit
accepted for prizes won by
candidate's students at the
Grade 2 Amateur level or
higher in Pibroch while
under his/her instruction.)

Reasonable degree of prize
winning success, as interpreted by
the home association's Music
Board, in at least Grade 1 Amateur
Side Drumming competitions.
(Partial credit accepted for prizes
won by candidate's students at the
Grade 2 Amateur level or higher in
side drumming while under his/her
instruction.)

Adjudication Training
Courses

"B" Certificate Light Music
Adjudication Course

"B" Certificate Piobaireachd
Adjudication Course

"B" Certificate Side Drumming
Adjudication Course

Adjudication Exam

"B" Certificate Light Music
Adjudication Exam

"B" Certificate Piobaireachd
Adjudication Exam

"B" Certificate Side Drumming
Adjudication Exam

Apprentice Adjudications

Minimum 50 competitorsin
light music events (under
supervision of "A" level
adjudicators) across all
grade levels covering at
least 3 sanctioned contests,
with score sheets achieving
standards set by each Music
Board.

Minimum 30 competitorsin
piobaireachd events (under
supervision of "A" level
adjudicators) across all
grade levels covering at
least 3 sanctioned contests,
with score sheets achieving
standards set by each Music
Board.

Minimum 20 competitorsin side
drumming events (under
supervision of "A" certificate
adjudicators) across all grade
levels covering at least 3
sanctioned contests, with score
sheets achieving standards set by
each Music Board.

Adjudication Continuing
Education

At least one documented
experience or accredited
Piping - Light Music
continuing education course
every two years

At least one documented
experience or accredited
Piobaireachd continuing
education course every two
years.

At least one documented
experience or accredited solo side
drumming continuing education
course every two years.
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Band Events

"A" Certificate
Piping Drumming Ensemble
Grade Levels Qualified to | All All All
Adjudicate
Knowledge of Musical Atleast a At least an RSPBA Structured Learning Must hold a"A" Certificate in Band

Discipline

(1) Institute of Piping Level 5 (Senior) Certificate; OR
(2) RSPBA Structured Learning Intermediate Certificate
in Piping.

Intermediate Certificate in Side
Drumming.

Piping or Band Drumming

AND

Must have at least three years of
adjudicating experience at "A" Certificate
level.

Playing Experience

(1) Minimum 10 years playing experience on the Great
Highland Bagpipe at the Grade 1 or 2 band leve!;

AND

(2) Must have competed in a Grade 1 pipe band for 5
years or been Pipe Mgjor or in a position of musical
leadership of a Grade 2 band for 5 years.

(1) Minimum of 10 years playing
experience on the side drum at the Grade 1
or 2 band level

AND

(2) Must have competed in a Grade 1 pipe
band for 5 years or been Lead Drummer or
in aposition of musical leadership of a
Grade 2 corpsfor 5 years.

Defined by the "A" Certificate in Band
Piping or Band Drumming

Competitive Success

Bands played in must have demonstrated a reasonable
degree of prize winning success, as interpreted by the
home association's Music Board, in the respective Grade
1 or 2 competitions

Bands played in must have demonstrated a
reasonable degree of prize winning
success, as interpreted by the home
association's Music Board, in the
respective Grade 1 or 2 competitions

Defined by the "A" Certificate in Band
Piping or Band Drumming

Adjudication Exam

"A" Certificate Pipe Corps Adjudication Exam

"A" Certificate Drum Corps Adjudication
Exam

"A" Certificate Ensemble Adjudication
Exam

Apprentice Adjudications

Apprentice pipe corps adjudications of at least 6
complete band events (under supervision of "A"
certificate adjudicators) across all grade levels covering
at least 3 sanctioned Highland Games, with score sheets
achieving standards set by each Music Board.

Apprentice drum corps adjudications of at
least 6 complete band events (under
supervision of "A" certificate
adjudicators) across all grade levels
covering at least 3 sanctioned Highland
Games, with score sheets achieving
standards set by each Music Board.

Apprentice ensemble adjudications of at
least 6 complete band events (under
supervision of "A" certificate
adjudicators) across all grade levels
covering at least 3 sanctioned Highland
Games, with score sheets achieving
standards set by each Music Board.

Adjudication Continuing
Education

At least one documented experience or accredited Pipe
Corps continuing education course every 2 years.

At least one documented experience or
accredited Drum Corps continuing
education course every 2 years.

At least one documented experience or
accredited Ensemble continuing education
COUrse every 2 years.
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Band Events

"B" Certificate
Piping Drumming
Grade Levels Qualifiedto | Grade 3 and below Grade 3 and below
Adjudicate
Knowledge of Musical Atleast a At least an RSPBA Structured Learning

Discipline

(1) Institute of Piping Level 5 (Senior) Certificate OR
(2) RSPBA Structured Learning Intermediate Certificate
in Piping.

Intermediate Certificate in Side
Drumming.

Playing Experience

(1) Minimum 10 years playing experience on the Great
Highland Bagpipe at the Grade 1, 2, or 3 band level;
AND

(2) Must have competed in a Grade 1 or 2 pipe band for 5
years or been Pipe Mgjor or in a position of musical
leadership of a Grade 3 pipe band for 5 years.

(1) Minimum of 10 years playing
experience on the side drum at the Grade
1, 2, or 3 band level

AND

(2) Must have competed in a Grade 1 or 2
pipe band for 5 years or been Lead
Drummer or in a position of musical
leadership of a Grade 3 pipe band drum
corpsfor 5 years.

Competitive Success

Bands played in must have demonstrated a reasonable
degree of prize winning success, as interpreted by the
home association's Music Board, in the respective Grade
1, 2 or 3 competitions

Bands played in must have demonstrated a
reasonable degree of prize winning
success, as interpreted by the home
association's Music Board, in the
respective Grade 1, 2 or 3 competitions

Adjudication Exam

"B" Certificate Pipe Corps Adjudication Exam

"B" Certificate Drum Corps Adjudication
Exam

Apprentice Adjudications

Apprentice pipe corps adjudications of at least 6 complete
band events (under supervision of "A" certificate
adjudicators) across all grade levels covering at least 3
sanctioned Highland Games, with score sheets achieving
standards set by each Music Board.

Apprentice drum corps adjudications of at
least 6 complete band events (under
supervision of "A" certificate
adjudicators) across all grade levels
covering at least 3 sanctioned Highland
Games, with score sheets achieving
standards set by each Music Board.

Adjudication Continuing
Education

At least one documented experience or accredited Pipe
Corps continuing education course every 2 years.

At least one documented experience or
accredited Drum Corps continuing
education course every 2 years.
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Appendix A
INSTITUTE OF PIPING SYLLABUS

THE LEVEL FOUR CERTIFICATE (INTERMEDIATE)
This standard is equivalent to that attained by an average learner after five years on the bagpipe.

THE LEVEL FIVE CERTIFICATE (SENIOR)
Represents a high standard of knowledge and ability. The candidate will be expected to be able to play
fluently in a professional manner.

THE GRADUATE CERTIFICATE

Intended for those who have reached an extremely high peak of proficiency in the playing of the bagpipe
and in their knowledge of everything connected with the art of piping. They must be able to play
accurately with correct expression and be able to win professional prizesin ceol mor and ceol beag,
although not necessarily against the top performers.

INSTITUTE OF PIPING
LEVEL FOUR CERTIFICATE (INTERMEDIATE)

SYLLABUS
1. Maintenance

Candidates must demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the following:

a. knowledge required to tie in a stock;

b. variety of materials used in bag making;

c. fitting a simple leather valve to the blowstick and how various water traps are fitted and work;

d. setting a chanter reed to achieve a good and reasonably true scale using tape and other means as
necessary; and

e. fitting, tuning, and handling cane and synthetic drone reeds and bridles to achieve correct pitch and
strength.

2. Practical

Candidates must demonstrate competency in the following:
a. Exercises on the Practice Chanter
(1) The student should have afirm grasp of al the technique required to play light music and must
correctly demonstrate all of the technique required to play piobaireachd as follows:
(@) hiharin
(b) dres and edres
(c) dare and vedare
(d) double echoeson B, D, E, F, and High G
(e) harodin/horodin
(f) darodo
(g) taorluath
(h) taorluath a mach
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(i) standard crunluath

() crunluath breabach
(k) crunluath fosgailte
() crunluath a mach

b. Bagpipe
The candidate must submit the following tunes:

(1) Two competition type 2/4 Marches

(2) Two 6/8 Marches of four parts

(3) Two competition type Strathspeys of four or more parts

(4) Two competition type Reels of four or more parts

(5) Two competition type Hornpipes of four or more parts

(6) Two competition type Jigs of four or more parts

(7) One Piobaireachd which includes the taorluath and crunluath variations

Candidates will be expected to set the chanter and drones accurately.
Candidates will aso be assessed on Marching and Deportment.

3. Theory
Candidates must demonstrate the ability to:

a. write canntaireachd equivalents of the piobaireachd movements required for this certificate;
b. write movements for light music and piobaireachd on the stave;

c. understand basic piobaireachd construction and primary piobaireachd classification;

d. understand strathspey, reel and jig rhythms using monotone exercises,

e. write from memory one part (8 bars) of each of the following tune types;

(1) Strathspey
(2) Red

(3 Jg

INSTITUTE OF PIPING
LEVEL FIVE CERTIFICATE (SENIOR)

SYLLABUS
1. Maintenance
a. Candidates must be prepared to answer questions on maintenance at any previous certification level.

b. Candidates must be able to describe all steps required to put a set of bagpipes into good playing order,
and to maintain them in that condition thereafter.

2. Practical
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a. On the Practice Chanter: Sight read from a set piece equivalent in standard required for the practical
examination

b. On the Bagpipe:
Candidates submit tunes as follows:

(1) 4 Piobaireachds, one each of the following type:

(a) standard crunluath
(b) crunluath breabach
(c) crunluath fosgailte
(d) crunluath a mach

(2) 4 competition style 2/4 Marches
(3) 4 competition style Strathspeys
(4) 4 competition style Reels

(5) 4 competition style Hornpipes
(6) 4 competition style Jigs

Candidates will be asked to play one tune from each category and the examiner may request additional
tunes or parts thereof to be played.

Candidates will be expected to achieve avery good blend of chanter and drones.

Candidates will aso be assessed on Marching and Deportment.

3. Theory and History
Candidates must be able to:

a. Answer guestions on theory from any of the previous certification levels,
b. Demonstrate a knowledge of pitch, tone, and tuning frequencies relating to the bagpipe,
c. Demonstrate a knowledge of the three Highland Bagpipe pentatonic scales,
d. Compose harmony to a set piece of music,
e. Transpose amelody from simple to compound time or vice versa
f. Understand how the bagpipe pitch and scale relates to other instruments,
g. Write thefirst line of a piobaireachd ground on a stave,
h. State the requirements and the format for the following dances:

(2) Highland Fling

(2) Sean Truibhas

(3) Sword Dance

(4) Sailors Hornpipe

(5) Irish Jig

i. Write a short essay of not more than 500 words selected from one of the following topics:
(1) Solo competition system

(2) The pipe band movement

(3) A famous piper and his/her contribution to piping

(4) Present day piping organisation and their contribution to piping
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INSTITUTE OF PIPING
GRADUATE CERTIFICATE
SYLLABUS

1. Maintenance

Candidates who do not hold a Senior Certificate will be required to answer all maintenance questionsin
the Senior Certificate syllabus.

2. Practical Light Music (Ceol Beag)
Candidates are to submit six tunes of each of the following:

a. Slow Air (minimum 2 parts)

b. Competition March (minimum 4 parts)

c. Competition Strathspey (minimum 4 parts)
d. Competition Reel (minimum 4 parts)

e. Competition Jig (minimum 4 parts)

The Examiner isto select two tunes from each category for the candidate to play.

Candidates will be expected to tune their own drones to a well-balanced chanter and be capable of
blowing a steady tone.

Candidates will aso be assessed on Marching and Deportment.

3. Practical Piobaireachd (Ceol Mor)

Candidates are to submit six Piobaireachds. The selection should include the following varieties of
crunluath:

a. Standard Crunluath
b. Crunluath Breabach

c. Crunluath Fosgailte
d. Crunluath A Mach

The Examiner is to select one piobaireachd for the candidate to play in its entirety and may select
additional tunes or parts thereof at the examiners discretion.

4. Theory

Candidates must be able to:

a. Write from memory two parts (16 bars) of any two tunes. Candidates should be prepared to write any
of the following tune types:
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(1) Competition type 2/4 March
(2) Competition type Strathspey
(3) Compeetition type Reel

(4) Slow Air

(5) Jg

(6) Hornpipe

(7) 3/4 March

(8) 6/8 March

b. Write four bars of a

(1) Dithis Singling/Doubling

(2) Suibhal Singling/Doubling

(3) Standard Crunluath, Crunluath Breabach or Fosgailte Doubling (in full)
(4) Crunluath aMach (in full)

All movements are to be written out in full. No abbreviations are permitted.

c. Write al piobaireachd movements.

d. Trandate a passage of piobaireachd staff notation into Nether Lorn Canntaireachd.
e. Trandate a passage of Nether Lorn Canntaireachd into piobaireachd staff notation

f. Demonstrate a full knowledge of the construction and classification of Piobaireachd.

5. History of Piping

Candidates must write an essay of 1000 words minimum on their chosen subject selected from the
below. Essays must include comment on their influence and relevance to piping.

a. The MacCrimmons of Skye
b. The MacKays of Gairloch
c. The MacKays of Raasay

d. The MacArthurs

e. The Camerons

f. The MacPhersons

0. The MacLennans

h. The MacGregors

i. The Rankins

J. The Maclntyres

k. The descent of piping knowledge and tuition to the present day
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